Introduction: Molecular Medicine in the Common Era: Applications and Impact of Molecular Pathology in Health and Disease.
The unprecedented expansion of molecular pathology continues to affect and influence the clinical laboratory. Technological advances in high-throughput automation, cost containment, and refined methodology have improved the understanding of pathobiology through application of molecular pathology to multiple disease spaces. Incorporation of this field to emerging omics platforms, pharmacovigilance and biomarker discovery, and accessibility by lay consumers demonstrates the widespread reach of molecular pathology in the clinical marketplace. Pathologists should remain the stewards of this powerful and adaptable technology to provide guidance and appropriate laboratory application toward effective patient monitoring with respect to disease diagnosis and management.